EXHIBIT  #. 


INTEBNATI ON  AL  MTT.ITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOB  THE  FAR  EAST 


UNITED  STATES  OF  -K2RICA  ot  al 


SfcOHN  DEPOSITION  (Translation) 


Doponent*  KUBO,  Kyuji 


first  duly  sworn  an  oath  os  on  attached  Btaoet  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  country  I  hereby  doposo  ae 


follows 


I,  Kyuji  Kubo,  an  a  lawyer  by  profession.  On  a  certain  day  of 
September  1937  I  called  on  Mr.  Bkinori  Kaya,  then  Minister  of  Finance, 
and  questioned  him  about  the  government *s  prohibition  of  importing 
Anoricaa  films  into  this  country.  Tb  this  Mr,  Kaya  replied  to  the 
following  offccti  "The  importation  of  motion  picture  films  was 
prohibited  taa  mere  financial  reasons,  Japan  is  hard  pressed  for 
paymonts  abroad,  Thoro  is  no  other  reason  than  this.  Nor  only,  there- 

foro,  aro  the  Aaorican  films  affected  by  this  ban  but  also  dOLl  foreign 

* 

films  aro  not  allowed  to  be  imported.  To  put  it  moro  exactly,  it  is 
not  a  prohibition  of  import,  but  the  withholding  of  permissions  for 
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exohango  tmnraotibns  in  such  imports.  ■  Vfheroupon  I  asked  him  if  .-.lie 
could  poroit  import  of  films  if  American  film  companies  should  agree 
to  furnish  their  films?  on  credit  extending  over  say  throe  years. 


lb  this  ho  answered  to  this  effects  r0f  course  I  will.  The  import 


of  foreign  films  is  conducive  to  t!.o  pet-motion  of  culture  and  entertain¬ 


ment  and  will  provo  beneficial  in  the  furtherance  of  friendly  relations 


between  Japan  and  America.  I  hope  that  a  credit  arrangement  will  be 


roaohed  with  the  Aoerican  suppliers.  Will  you  take  up  this  job  and 
go  over  to  America  to  obtain  such  an  arrangement?"  Eiccitngcd  with 


Cti  January  3,  1938  I  mot  tho  representatives  of  the  eight  major 
film  companies  who  had  trade  relations  with  Japan,  Namely,  Riramount, 


Irfetro ,  Ihiversal,  Warmer  Bros,  Fox,  RKO  Jfadio,  Ihited  Artists  and 


Columbia,  and  told  them,  what  Finance  Minister  Kaya  had  told  no,  namely 


that  Japan  had  no  intention  of  boycotting  foreign  films  and  that  her 


action  of  prohibiting  import  of  foreign  films  was  based  on  nothing  but 


financial  necessity.  I  then  stated  that  the  Japanose  government  would 


permit  importation  of  foreign  films  if  the  Arorican  suppliers  would, 
agree  to  have  remittances  for  such  imports  withheld  in  Japan  for  three 
years,  and  payments  made  aftor  tho  expiration  of  the  throo-year  period 


and  proposed  that  I  would  take  upon  myself  tho  task  of  going  botwoen 
thorn  and  tho  Japanese  government  if  such  conditions  wore  acceptable  to 


them.  All  tho  oight  companies  unanimously  agreed  to  my  proposition 
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I  returned  to  Japan  on  February  2  tho  same  year  and  conforrod  with  the 
representatives  of  those  companies  in  Japan*  and  with  their  approval 

f 

I  aotod  as  a  go-between  in  their  negotiations  with  the  Jnpanose  govern¬ 
ment  for  tho  importation  of  American  films.  On  August  10,  1938  I 
obtained  a  noto  fren  tho  Finance  Ministry  which  was  a  sort  of  provisional 


permit  for  film  importation.  The  conditions  sot  forth  theroin  meeting 
with  approval  of  the  American  film  companies,  it  became  possiblo  that 
inorioan  films  could  bo  supplied  to  Japan  as  Beforo,  Mr.  Borghcr , 

representing  the  American  Ifction  Hcturo  Association  in  Japan,  sont 

* 

me  a  lottor  oxprosSLgg  thoir  appreciation  of  my  servioos  in  tho 


importation  of  American  films  into  this  country* 


DEPONENT  KUBO.  Ryuli  (seal ) 


I,  TANAKA.  Yasumiohi  heroby  oortify  that  the  abovo  statement  v/as 
sworn  by  tho  Doponot,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal  thereto  in  the 
prosonoe  of  this  witnoss. 


On  tho  aano  date 
At  Ibkyo 

lumiohi  (seal ) 


ffitno  ss  t  (signed  ) 


L 
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In  accordance  with  my  con8oienoe  I  wear  to  tell  the  whole  truth 
Ithholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 
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